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Tie initial combat success of the lorth Horean armies in the invasion of the
Republic of Xorea may be atiributed to a group of fanatical Soviet-Yorean Com-
aunists, highly trained for combat. These men are elements of the original
R Il-sbng guerrillas who retreated into the USSR when they were dispersed by
the Japanese in !lanchuria in 1913,

Approximately U,800 Korean guerrillas were assambled ia ihabarowsls in the late
spring of 1941 and, after screening, were assipgned for training in the USSR as
follows: 30 to the military academy, 50 to officer candidate schools, 500 to
signal school, 200 to the air force, 1,800 Jor cultural worker training, and
1,500 to HCO school. Iost of these men were graduated from their respective
schools throughout the USSR in July 19L3. “he majority were then sent to the
fazakh and Kirgiz SSR and later in the year weve assimilated into Soviet army
awits fighting against Germany. On 20 lay 1945, approximately 4000 of these
Xoreans were transferred from Jermany to the Soviet 25 Army in the Far Bast.

//
Sunebime early in 1543 KIf Il-song died, and his/nmne and power were transferrsd
w0 his nephew, KIU Son-chu, the present KI'! [l-sdng.

“lost of the LOOCG Korean troops came to North Zorea, mostly to Pyongyang, with
the Soviet 25 Army or a3 elements of the IIKVD troops, Jithin a few months af-
ser their arrival io August and September 1945, the Koreans were in civilian
zlothes and working throuihout lorth [orea wn Communisi propaganda and the or-
ganization of Communist cells.

This group subsequeniliy became the controlling mucleus within the illorth Koresn
imbor Party and the general staff of the Horth Horean Peoplels frmy when that ww::
“ormed in 1947. A1l the members of this group were merbers of the Cliinese Com-
samist Party and a few of the elite were also taken into the Soviet Communist
Party (V¥Fb).

The field grade officers belonzing to this group were informed of the pians fos
the invasion of South Korea by at least eariy June 195C. '

Some of the members of this cligue (muber and ldenbities undetermined) are be-
lieved to have been captured by UN forces.
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